CHS Life Centre
Children and Youth Listening

‘I put the table outside of the church, because some
people have a different religion, but all are invited..’

CHS children and youth used the parable of the great
banquet to explore what the kingdom of God is like
what kind of a church we are called to be.
Luke 14 :16-24
When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, ‘Blessed is the
one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.’
Jesus replied: ‘A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests.
At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited,
“Come, for everything is now ready.”
‘But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, “I have just bought a field, and
I must go and see it. Please excuse me.”
Another said, “I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them
out. Please excuse me.”
‘Still another said, “I have just got married, so I can’t come.”
‘The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house
became angry and ordered his servant, “Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of
the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.”
‘“Sir,” the servant said, “what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.”
‘Then the master told his servant, “Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel
them to come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of those who were
invited will get a taste of my banquet.”’

Much of the listening process with the children and youth was inspired by a by prophetic word from
Leisel (part of a team who was interviewed about being involved in the project) December 2018
- See transcript of voice note left for the Life Centre team below
I just want to share this with you this morning. I just had such a distinct feeling this morning that God is so concerned and that it
carries so much weight that the children in your church be part of this vision. You know, we as adults so often get stuck in our
head spaces and children don’t. I feel its so important that you get together with the children and the teens/ young adults…I don’t
know how you divide up the ages, but that that they cast the vision. Call it a casting, a recasting, call it whatever, but that they are
actually encouraged to hear the Holy Spirit for themselves. Because, after all, I saw the name again this morning – your church is
called ‘Church of the Holy Spirit’.
I feel this is what the Holy Spirit is going to do with this church, that he’s setting a stage to show off; that God is bringing you into a
season that is going to blow everybody’s mind. It is a change. It is completely different. And we know that this church building is
going to look, you know, different to anything else. You have a vision that is completely different to anybody else!
Um, oh, so this is what I’m getting…. (And you guys must pray over it and decide, you know, whether this is for you).
I see the children sitting in a circle, like on the inside and I feel the often children don’t feel like they have a voice and that they do
not speak. Yet the Holy Spirit is saying that the children need to speak and that they are told that they can hear from the Holy
Spirit. And that they will actually ask Jesus, or the Holy Spirit or whoever it is they like to pray to… God, maybe Father God, yes, for
a word for the church and the Holy Spirit needs to show them what it is that he wants for the church and then that they are able
to tell you what they are seeing, what they’re experiencing. For those children who feel like they don’t have a voice, they are
welcome to draw pictures.
So… the littlies stood in the very centre and the teens are around them and the adults are around those and it’s a picture of
stewarding the vision for the church, because the vision for the church will be carried forward by the younger generation and its
crucial that they are involved in this, that they own it and that they feel that have a voice in it. And that they feel that their voice
carries weight and that it is important to God. And its important they understand that they hear from Him, and um, what they
have to say is important. And then whether it’s the leadership that’s with the youngsters or whether it’s the entire church that
comes around the youngsters to listen to this vision, you know, whatever you feel.
And then I feel that those words, those pictures, whatever you get out of that session, you know it needs to be recorded. The
pictures need to be taken and then they need to be built into the foundation of this church because those kids, those kids are
going to be born to this church, carry the vision and very specifically.

The banquet table
everyone is invited to

‘There would be a big entrance way...’

‘The table would be outside so everyone can
come...’

‘It takes courage for both
parties (rich and poor) to
approach each other and ‘go
to the party’. The action of the
poor accepting the invitation
and the rich sending the
invitation are equally
important and both require
courage.’

‘My tears are not because I’m sad,
it’s tears of happiness. The fact
someone has invited me and
actually tried to know me.’

“Instead of inviting people in
the host should have gone
to the people and ate
where they were.’
‘The table is the church and we must invite
everyone in. At that moment everyone is
equal and every one is seen.’

Conceptual image of the
connectness of the
people at the
party.

‘The party is like going to Old
Trafford to watch
Manchester United
play...to make sure all the
people can fit in it’

