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The heart of Christianity is

Jesus



• Dallas Willard: The Divine Conspiracy, 
“My hope is to gain a fresh hearing 
for Jesus, especially among those 
who believe they already 
understand Him”. 



Why did Jesus came to the world?

Usual answer:

He came to die on the cross for our sins 

so that we can be saved and go to 

heaven.



The three point gospel

• Jesus died 2000 years ago on the cross for our 
sins

• We have to give our heart to Jesus

• We have to wait to die – to go to heaven



My kingdom, my image, my will



Jesus’s gospel

Mark 1:14 After John was put in prison, Jesus 
went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God.

15“The time has come ” he said. “The kingdom 
of God has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news!”



Jesus’s gospel

• Luke 4:43 But he said, “I must proclaim the 
good news of the kingdom of God to the 
other towns also, because that is why I was 
sent.”

• Luke 8:1 After this, Jesus travelled about from 
one town and village to another, proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom of God.



Acts 1:3

After his suffering, he showed himself to these 
men and gave many convincing proofs that he 
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of 
forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.

Acts 8:12

But when they believed Philip as he preached 
the good news of the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women.



Acts 28:30,31

For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own 
rented house and welcomed all who came to 
see him. Boldly and without hindrance he 
preached the kingdom of God and taught about 
the Lord Jesus Christ.



Jesus' entire ministry- The Kingdom

1. The Parables - Pictures of the kingdom 
The Kingdom is like:
- A sower sowing seeds
- A mustard seed
- yeast
- Weeds among the wheat
- Workers in a vineyard
- A wedding feast
- etc



Jesus' entire ministry- The Kingdom

2. Wonders = signs that the Kingdom is present

3. Sermon on the mount = the life in the 
kingdom of God – now!



Jesus’s gospel

The kingdom of God

1. Jesus is King! He reigns. He rules





Implications

“If Christ is King, 

• everything, 

• quite literally, every thing and every one, 

• has to be re-imagined, re-configured, re-
orientated 

• to a way of life 

• that consists in an obedient following of Jesus.” 

Eugene Peterson



Strange



The kingdom gospel

1. Jesus is Lord

2. Jesus is here!

3. Reality



The kingdom gospel

1. Jesus is Lord

2. Jesus is here!

3. Reality

4. Open!



Matt 28

• 18 “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.

Jesus is Lord! King! He rules!
• 19 Make disciples

• 20 And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”

Jesus is here!



Matthew 28

18 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.

19 Therefore go and make 
disciples 
20 And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.”



Matthew 28

18“All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me.
19 Therefore go and make disciples 

20b And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the 
age.”



The 

easy 

Yoke
Matt 11



What is Jesus doing now? Acts

• Acts 1:1  In my former book, Theophilus, I 
wrote about all that Jesus (did)

began to do and to teach

• Acts 26:23  that the Christ would suffer and, 
as the first to rise from the dead, would 
proclaim light to his own people and to the 
Gentiles." 



Acts

• Of the apostles?

• Of the Holy Spirit?

• Of Jesus

- Through His Spirit

- Through the apostles

- Through us!



How do we learn to live in the Kingdom 
now?

Disciple of Jesus
“I am learning from Jesus how to lead my life, 
my whole life, my real life.” DW



• “The great omission from the great 
commission is – we lost what discipleship 
means. We have a Christianity without 
discipleship.”

Dallas Willard

• “And a Christianity without discipleship is a 
Christianity without Christ.”

Bonhoeffer



Dallas Willard

• “…discipleship to Jesus Christ is the 
greatest opportunity individual 
beings have in life and the only hope 
corporate mankind has in solving its 
surmountable problems.” 



• “To be Jesus disciple meant then to be with 
Him, learning from him to be like him. It was 
to be his student in kingdom living. 

• Today it is the same, except now it is the 
resurrected Lord who walks throughout the 
world. 

• As apprentices of Jesus we are not learning 
how to do some special religious activity, but 
how to live every moment of our lives from 
the reality of God’s kingdom.”



Jesus’s gospel

• Kingdom of God = 

- Reign of God, the rule of God

- Presence of God (Active presence!)

- Reality

- Open

• Kingdom invitation open to all: “Come, follow 
me…”

• Learn to live in the kingdom – discipleship

• Journey/Process = Spiritual Formation



My kingdom, my image, my will



God’s Kingdom
God’s action in Jesus 

through his Spirit

My kingdom, my image, my will



God’s Kingdom

God’s action

My koninkryk, my image, my wil

Your kingdom, Your Name, your will

My kingdom, my image, my will





The journey

Discipleship as spiritual 
(trans)formation 

aimed 
at missional transformation















Selfknowledge
• How can you draw close to God when you are far 

from your own self?
Augustine

• Almost all problems in the spiritual life stem from 
a lack of self-knowledge. 
St Teresa of Avila

• Our wisdom…consists almost entirely of two 
parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves. 
But as these are connected together by many 
ties, it is not easy to determine which of the 2 
precedes and gives birth to the other. 
Calvin



Self-knowledge

Our emotional immaturity

Our woundedness

























“The greatest issue facing the world today, with 
all its heartbreaking needs, is whether those 
who, by profession or culture, are identified as 
‘Christians’ will become disciples – students, 
apprentices, practitioners – of Jesus Christ, 
steadily learning from him how to live the life of 
the Kingdom of the Heavens into every corner of 
human existence.” ~ Dallas Willard

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4461.Dallas_Willard

